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                                            View of Civita di Bagnoreggio

Civita di Bagnoreggio, like an island in our memory or a figment of our imagination, is connected by a narrow walkway to reality and to the surrounding countryside; it takes us far away, not so much in distance as in time....
There is a feeling that one is leaving the real world, and this feeling becomes stronger after entering the ancient city gate. One almost has the impression that this gate opens into a supernatural world, surviving in another dimension.
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                                View of the Cathedral of Orvieto

*** Orvieto origins go back to the Etruscan civilization: the first Etruscan settlements, going back to the 9th Century B.C., infact, were found inside the tufaceous caves in the bedrock upon which today rises the city. 
Annexed in the 3rd Century B.C. to the territories of Rome, it remained under the Roman domination until the decline of the Western Roman Empire. Afterwhich it became a free municipality, and during the struggles between Guelphs and Ghibellines, was a valiant opponent of Barbarossa, remaining faithful to the Pope. Riding on the support of the Papal State, it was allowed to prosper through the entire Medieval Period, reaching the top of its development in the 13th Century with the constitution of the General Council of the 400 and the election of the Captain of the People.
It was during this period that one saw the fervent work of erecting palaces and holy buildings among which the very famous Cathedral stands out, dating back to 1263, undoubtedly the most important architectural landmark of the city, with its splendid Gothic facing and the richness of the ornaments and internal chapels. In the ancient town we also find the St.Patrizio well, built in 1527 based on a plan of Antonio da Sangallo il Giovane, the Palace of the Seven from 1300, the Palace of People Captain (12th Century) inside which took place the meetings of the People's Council, Saint Andrew's Church (12th Century), Saint Domenic's Church (12th Century), Saint Giovenale's Church (11th Century), Soliano Palace (1262) within which, one will find two museums: the Museum of the Opera del Duomo and the Museum of Modern Art. Moreover we remember the Mancinelli Theatre (1866), the suggestive Underground City and the Necropolis of the Crucifix of Tufo dating back to the Etruscan period.

8:00/8:30a.m Depart Villa Rosalba and head for Civita Di Bagnoreggio. This is about an 80 minute car ride through the beautiful hills of Latium and Umbria.
9:30/10:00a.m.- Arrival to Civita Di Bagnoreggio. This small “Borgo” (town) founded about 200 years ago by the ancient Etruscans, is known in Italy as the “Il Paese Che Muore” (the dying town). Once a Rich and flourishing town, it is now just a small refugee for 20 people during winter and 300 in summer. A lot of these people are U.S. citizens which bought and remodeled small apartments and also students from American Universities. In order to access the town you will need to walk through a “passerella” (bridge suspended in the air) for about 300 meters and the sensation is like you are walking back in time. The attractions are the main church, the little “frantoio” (stone wheel used to produce olive oil) and all the little streets which were once full of life and now completely motionless, suspended in time.

11:30-12:00p.m. - Departure from Bagnoreggio and heading to Orvieto. After about 12-13 miles, the group should be able to see the little town which is sitting on a hill composed of tufo to admire the beauty and singularity of it. You will also be visiting the Duomo (times can vary), the archaeological museum, some of the beautiful Romanie and gothic style churches and of course have time for some shopping in the little “Botteghe Artigianali” in the historic town center. One of the monuments to be visited will be the “Pozzo Di San Patrizio” which is the most important monument after the Duomo. The Pozzo (well) was dug between December 1527 and 1537. Pope Clemente VII ordered the excavation. This well was supposed to provide water to the town during big calamity or siege. During the tour we will be able to descent in the Pozzo and visit it.
4:30-5:30p.m. - Return to Villa Rosalba. Please keep in mind, timing is flexible depending on how quickly we get through “the highlights”. You can set the pace of the tour according to your interests. If you are not too tired at this point, you may request one last stop on the way back to see the gorgeous Lake of Bolsena.
*COST OF TOUR- 
Party of 2 people (minimum required) - 180 Euros total (tickets included)
Party of 3+ people (Max 7) – “60 Euros per person” (tickets included)

*TOUR OPERATES EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK 

*PLEASE NOTE PAYMENT IS TO BE MADE IN ITALY UPON SERVICE      

